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CONCLUSION FROM USGS GALLATIN VALLEY GROUNDWATER STUDY
e R o LA I VALLEY GROUNDWATER STUDY

In 1964, the United States Geological Society (USGS) conducted a detailed study, multi-
year study of the water resources of the Gallatin Valley including both surface and
ground water. The study was conducted, in part, to determine if ground water could be
used to expand irrigation.

After documenting a substantial ground water resource, the study concluded:

Increase in the consumptive use of ground water within the valley would reduce
natural discharge from the valley by an amount equal to the volume used.
Because the principal areas of ground-water discharge by evapotranspiration
would be the last to be affected by withdrawals of ground water, nearly all the
ground-water use would be reflected by a corresponding reduction in surface-
water outflow from the valley. The reduction would be caused in part by a
diminution of ground-water discharge into streams and in part by loss of surplus
surface water to ground-water storage, and would occur principally during the
later part of the irrigation season.



